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Course Description:


The most important and interesting issues of the day- such as affirmative action, gay marriage, abortion, civil rights, gun control, globalization, global warming, campaign finance reform, health care, poverty, and sweatshops, to name a few- are public policy issues. The field of public policy investigates how governments identify and respond to these and other problems- and also how they overlook or mismanage them.  Public policy can include statements by government officials, legislation, executive orders, and other activities of government and its representatives, or the lack of these activities.  The field of public policy includes the study of both why government responds the way it does and how government should act.  How can we improve school boards, county governments, or state legislatures to make them more responsive or more democratic? What limits should there be to government action? What ought governments to do about sex or race inequality? Do governments favor some groups over others? How much input do democratic governments solicit from citizens? Does money determine policy outcomes? How can we make government more efficient or fair? These are all questions at the center of the study of public policy. This class will introduce students to the field of public policy. It should provide students with a familiarity with the some contemporary policy issues, basic policy analysis, and the politics of policy making in the United States. 


Note that this syllabus and other class information will be available on the Blackboard webpage for the class. Powerpoint slides will also likely be posted there for your convenience and to facilitate note-taking.

What can students expect to get out of this class?


 Substantively, in this class you will have the opportunity to learn the basics of public policy analysis as well as to learn about some pressing issues facing the country.  Policy analysis is a problem solving technique that will prove useful for thinking about problems in a variety of contexts. In this class, we will focus on policy analysis as it applies to thinking about government action or inaction. 


More generally, students will develop their own perspectives on course material by critically reading and discussing the arguments and evidence presented. They should also find ample opportunity to hone writing and oral presentation skills, through the group policy analysis project and in-class essays.  An undergraduate education should make you a more articulate and informed person. In this class, I will work hard to help you achieve that goal.

Assignments:

Students will be required to complete four in-class essays, four tests, and one group policy analysis project.  Due dates are specified in the schedule of assignments by week. The assignments will be weighted as follows:


•   4 1-2 page essays (2 best count for 20% each)
40%


•   4 Tests (3 best count for 15% each)  

45%

•   1 Group Policy Analysis Project 


15%

Total





100%

***There is no final exam in this class***

Attendance and Participation:  

Students are expected to attend class and participate in class discussion. Information that is essential for doing a good job of assignments will be covered in class.  Any changes to the syllabus or additional handouts will be announced in class, and students who do not attend are responsible for obtaining any missed information or materials.  Participating in class discussions will help you sort out your own ideas and understand the readings. Every student should strive to ask questions and otherwise participate in class discussion.  So although I am not formally taking attendance or giving marks for attendance or participation, I expect you to attend unless there are extenuating circumstances.  It is unlikely if not impossible that you will do well in this class without attending. 

In-class Essays:


Students will complete four one-to-two page, open-book, in-class essays on an assigned topic or question.  These essay questions will draw upon class materials (readings, lectures, videos, class discussions, etc), but they are exercises in thinking and writing, rather than memorization.  In these assignments, the emphasis will be on understanding arguments, applying concepts and theories, and developing one’s own perspective on public policymaking. Students will be evaluated based on writing and organization as well as on content, and it is expected that students will write outlines and revise their essays in class. The result should be a well-written, thoughtful, concise treatment of the question or issue at hand. The length limit will be strictly enforced. The best two of these four essays will be counted. Make-up essays will not be provided for those who miss class regardless of the circumstances.

Tests:
The course will also involve four tests. These tests will consist of a combination of multiple choice and/or True/False questions.  The tests will cover material from readings, videos, guest speakers and lectures.  Each test will be cumulative, that is, will cover everything up to that point, although the emphasis will be on new material that has not been previously covered. To prepare for tests, students will need to be familiar with key concepts, arguments and events covered in readings, lecture and videos. This will mean reading, thinking about, and re-reading class materials to be sure you understand the main points, concepts and arguments. As above, make-up tests will not be provided regardless of the circumstances.

Group Policy Analysis Projects:


In these projects, students will work as a group to identify and theorize an important policy problem, learn about policy history, generate some alternative policy proposals, analyze those proposals using some set criteria, and make recommendations as to how to address the problem. Students will be expected to work together in and out of class to complete the project.  As a group, students will cooperate to make a joint five-minute presentation to the class and hand in a ten-page policy analysis paper on a topic of their choice (contingent on the instructor’s approval). Students may divide these responsibilities among group members as they wish. Students will evaluate their co-group members’ contributions, and this peer evaluation can significantly influence an individual’s grade.

Office hours:  


I am always happy to see students during my office hours, so please do not hesitate to drop by.  If you have any questions or comments about the material or the class, I am always glad to discuss them with you.  This means you are welcome to come and talk to me about the class if you are having problems, but you can also come even if you are having no trouble at all and you just wish to discuss the readings, the class, the program you are in, political science more generally, graduate school and so on.  In addition, please feel free to contact me by email or office telephone at any time (see below).  

Contacting me outside of Office Hours:

The best way to reach me is by email (weldons@purdue.edu).  I can also be reached in my office by telephone (494-4185) although students should be aware that I check messages there infrequently. 

Books:

There are two required texts for the course.   

Lindblom, Charles E. and Edward J. Woodhouse. 1993. The Policy Making Process (Third Edition).N.J.: Prentice Hall. Third Edition. 

Hird, John A. and Michael Reese. Controversies in American Public Policy. (Third Edition). New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s.  Third Edition. *********Be sure to get the Third Edition. The other (earlier) editions do not have some relevant chapters and cover different material.

********

Topics, Readings and Assignments By Class

(The readings listed under a date should be read for that class)

Introduction: Politics, Analysis and Public policy  
Jan 13 Tuesday:  Introduction to the Course

Jan 15 Thursday: Public Policy and Policy Analysis

Lindblom and Woodhouse. The Policy-Making Process. Chapters 1 and 2 (pgs.1-22)

Jan 20, Tuesday: class cancelled
Jan 22 Thursday: The Role of the State I: Abortion  (Video)

Jan 27 Tuesday: The Role of the State I Abortion and the Women’s Movement 
Hird et al. Controversies, Chapter 13, p. 207-223
Jan 29 The Role of the State II:  Drug Policy “Should Drugs Be Legalized?”

Hird et al. Controversies, Chapter 11, p. 316-367.
Feb 3 Tuesday The Potential Intelligence of Democracy

Lindblom and Woodhouse The Policy-Making Process Chapter 3 (pgs. 23-32)
Feb 5 In-class essay #1 

Group project meetings

The Policymaking Process

Feb 10 Tuesday:  Who Makes Policy?  Elections and Political Parties 

Lindblom and Woodhouse, The Policy-Making Process Chapters 4 and 5 (33-56)

Group Project Meetings

Feb 12 Thursday: Gun Control “Should the Sale of Handguns be Strictly Controlled?”

Hird et al. Controversies, Chapter 12, p. 369-396

Feb 17 Tuesday:  Test #1
Group Project Meetings
Feb 19 Thursday: Who Makes Policy? Bureaucracies, Interest Groups and Social Movements 

Lindblom and Woodhouse The Policy-Making Process Chapters 6 and 7 (73-88)
Feb 24 Tuesday:  Environmental Policy 

Hird et al. Controversies, Chapter 5: Climate Change and Environmental Policy 113-144
Feb 26 Thursday: In-Class Essay #2

Group Project Meetings
The Policymaking Context
Mar 3 Tuesday: Race and Policymaking

Video

Mar 5 Thursday Affirmative Action 

Hird et al. Controversies, Chapter 11 p. 292-313
Mar 10 Tuesday: Test # 2
Group Project Meetings

Mar 12 Thursday: Inequality and the Role of Business in Policymaking

Lindblom and Woodhouse, The Policy-Making Process Chapters 8 (pgs 89-103) and 9 (pgs 104-113)
Mar 17 and 19 Spring Break

Mar 24 Tuesday Business, Inequality and Public Policy (Campaign Finance Reform)
Hird et al. Controversies, Chapter 7: Should Elections be Publicly Funded (168-205)
Group Project Meetings

Mar 26 Thursday: The Global Context of Policymaking

Hird et al. Controversies, Chapter 4 Globalization (86-111)
Group project meetings

March 31 In-class essay #3 and review for Test 3

April 2 Thursday: Test #3
Group Project Meetings

Democracy and Social Policy

April 7 Tuesday: Health Care Policy 

Hird et al. Controversies
April 9 Thursday: Poverty and Welfare Policy

Hird et al. Controversies, Chapter on Welfare Reform

Improving Policy Making

April 14 Tuesday: Representation, Participation and Democratic Policymaking 

1. Center For American Women and Politics: Facts Sheets: Women in elective office, 2003, Women of Color in Elective Office 2003. See summaries and links to facts sheets at  http://www.rci.rutgers.edu/~cawp/Facts/Officeholders/cawpfs.html
2. Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies, “Number of Black Elected Officials in the United States.” 

http://www.jointcenter.org/DB/table/graphs/beo_99.pdf
(on reserve) Robert Putnam. 2000. Chapter 2. “Political Participation” in Bowling Alone: The Collapse of American Community. New York: Simon and Schuster, pp. 31-47.

(on reserve) Iris Marion Young, Justice and the Politics of Difference Princeton: Princeton University Press, pages 91-95 (the section entitled “Democracy as a Condition of Social Justice”)

April 16 Thursday: Impaired Democracy? How to get Better Analysis and More Democracy
Lindblom and Woodhouse.  The Policy-Making Process. Chas 10. (114-124) and 11 and 12  (125-150)
April 21 Tuesday: In-class essay and Review for Test 4

April 23 Thursday: Test #4
Group Project Meetings

April 28 Tuesday: Presentations

Final Papers Due

April 30 Thursday: Presentations and Conclusion

