S. Laurel Weldon: Bio
Weldon (University of Pittsburgh, 1999) is Distinguished Professor of Political Science and at Purdue University in Indiana. She was recently appointed the inaugural director of the Purdue Policy Research Institute (PPRI), a position she will assume on Feb 15 2016. Last year, Weldon held the O’Brien Residential Fellowship in he Center for Human Rights and Legal Pluralism in the Faculty of Law at McGill University in Montreal, Canada. She is founding co-editor of the new journal Politics, Groups and Identities, a journal sponsored by the Western Political Science Association and she was founding Director of the Center for Research on Diversity Inclusion (2012-2015) and interim Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs (2013-2014) and (very briefly) Acting Provost (2014). Professor Weldon’s work focuses on: the role of social movements in influencing public policy; on violence against women; representation and public policy; women, work and poverty; and on comparative and international research that is global in scope. She currently heads a major interdisciplinary research project on diversity and inclusion. She has won numerous awards, including, most recently, the Victoria Shuck Award from the American Political Science Association (APSA) (2012) and the Outstanding Professional Achievement Award for Scholarship and Mentoring from the Midwest Political Science Association’s Women’s Caucus (2015). She has consulted for international organizations such the UN and the World Bank as well as national, state, local and Tribal governments.

